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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 
Claim 1-14 (canceled). 

Claim 15 (currently amended). A switching converter, comprising: 

a switch including a control terminal, a first load terminal, and a second load terminal; 

a rectifier configuration connected to said switch, said rectifier configuration including 
a plurality of output terminals for providing an output voltage to a load; 

a controller configuration for providing a control signal dependent on the output 
voltage; and 

a drive circuit for generating a p l ura li ty o f i d o nt i oal dr i ve pulcoo hav i ng a frequency 
d e pendent on tho control o i qnal drive pulses, said drive circuit comparing the control 
signal wfth a reference signal in peri odical time periods, and, in dependence on the 
comparison, providino a drive pulse of a given duration or no drive pulse : 

said p l urality of drive pulses fef turning said switch on and off. 
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Claim 16 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said drive circuit is configured for generating the plurality of drive pulses with 
an identical duration and at an identical time interval depending on whether the 
control signal is greater or less than a reference signal. 

Claim 17 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said controller configuration includes a proportional controller, a proportional- 
integral controller, or an integral controller. 

Claim 18 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 15, 
wherein said drive circuit includes a clocked comparator configuration being fed with 
the control signal, a first reference signal and a clock signal. 

Claim 19 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the clock signal has a timing; 

said clocked comparator configuration generates the plurality of drive pulses if the 
control signal is greater than the first reference signal; and 

the plurality of drive pulses each have a predetermined time duration and a timing 
corresponding to the timing of the clock signal. 
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Claim 20 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said controller configuration is a digital controller configuration providing a 
discrete-time control signal. 

Claim 21 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 20, 
wherein: 

said drive circuit includes a digital comparator configuration and a pulse shaping filter 
connected downstream of said digital comparator configuration; and 

said pulse shaping filter has an output for providing the plurality of drive pulses. 

Claim 22 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 15, 
wherein said controller configuration includes a noise shaping filter being fed with a 
signal dependent on the output voltage. 

Claim 23 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 15, 
further comprising: 

a level converter having an input being fed with the plurality of drive pulses and an 
output connected to said control terminal of said switch. 

Claim 24 (previously presented). The switching converter according to claim 15, 
wherein said rectifier configuration includes a coil connected in series with said 
switch. 
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Claim 25 (currently amended). A method for driving a switch in a switching converter 
having a rectifier configuration connected to the switch, the method which comprises: 

generating a control signal dependent on an output voltage provided by the rectifier 
configuration; and 

comparing the control signal with a reference signal in periodical time periods to form 
a comparision result: and 

generating a drive signal with a sequenc e of id e nt i ca l drive pulses ha v i ng a fr e quency 
d e p e ndent on th e control c i gnal and, depending on the comparison result, providing a 
drive pulse of a given duration or no drive pulse . 

Claim 26 (previously presented). The method according to claim 25, which 
comprises: 

providing the control signal with a signal component formed by integrating a 
differential signal made from a signal proportional to the output voltage and a 
reference signal. 

Claim 27 (previously presented). The method according to claim 25, which 
comprises: 
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providing the control signal with a signal component proportional to the output 
voltage. 

Claim 28 (previously presented). The method as according to claim 25, which 
comprises forming the drive pulses with a timing of a clock signal depending on 
whether the control signal is greater or less than a reference value. 



7 of 9 

PAGE 7/9 ■ RCVD AT 12/29/2006 2:45:45 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/6 • DNIS:2738300 * CSM549251 101 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):02-28 



